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SUBJECT: NBC SPECIAL ON ELEPHANTS IN AFRICA 

1. ON AUGUST 1 NBC BROADCAST 20 MINUTE SEGMENT ON BOOM- 
ING IVORY TRADE IN AFRICA WHICH WAS PRODUCED IN KENYA 
BY KAREN LERNER. 

2. MARKET EOR IVORY AND FINISHED IVORY PRODUCTS DESCRIBED 
AS SIMILAR TO MARKET FOR GOLD-IN PERIODS OF INSTABILITY 
DEMAND EOR IVORY GOES UP AS HEDGE AGAINST INFLATION. 

DEMAND HAS RECENTLY BEEN HIGH THUS ENCOURAGING POACHING 
AND ILLEGAL TRADING. 

3. MARKETING OF KENYAN IVORY DISCUSSED, INCLUDING SHOTS 
OF COLLECTION STATION AND STORAGE VAULT IN MOMBASA. 
MENTION MADE THAT SYSTEM RIGGED TO BE PROFITABLE TO 
KENYAN POLITICIANS AND GOVERNMENT OFEICIALS. EOR EXAMPLE, 
COMMENTATOR OE FILM MADE SUCH STATEMENTS AS "GOK OFEICIALS 
BY RESTRICTING TRADE IN IVORY SEEMED TO HAVE FOUND WAY 

TO TAKE IT OVER," AND "ALTHOUGH GOK SAYS THAT IT HAS 
STOPPED ILLEGAL TRADE, ACTUALLY GOVT SEEMS TO HAVE 
MONOPOLIZED IT AND KEPT PROFITS." HOWEVER NO NAMES NAMED 
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4. COMMENT: AFTERNOON OF AUGUST FIRST AF/E DIRECTOR 
COOTE RECEIVED CALL FROM KENYAN COUNSELOR EXPRESSING 
CONCERN THAT BROADCAST WOULD LINK KENYATTA FAMILY 
WITH POACHING AND ILLEGAL IVORY TRADE. CHARGE ADDED THAT 
ANY UNFAVORABLE REFERENCE TO ANY MEMBER OF KENYATTA 
FAMILY IN NATIONWIDE VIEWING COULD HAVE UNFAVORABLE 
EFFECT ON U.S.-KENYAN RELATIONS. CHARGE WAS WELL AWARE 
THAT NBC IS STRICTLY PRIVATE ORGANIZATION OVER WHICH 

USG HAS NO CONTROL WHATSOEVER, BUT HE NEVERTHELESS ASKED 
THAT USG DO WHAT IT COULD TO ASSURE THAT NO PERSONAL 
REFERENCE WAS MADE TO KENYATTA FAMILY. WE SUBSEQUENTLY 
LEARNED THAT PRODUCER KAREN LERNER HAD BEEN INTERVIEWED 
THAT MORNING ON "TODAY SHOW" AND IN RESPONSE TO DIRECT 
QUESTION BY HOST HAD ACKNOWLEDGED THAT SHE HAD HEARD 
RUMORS LINKING "MADAM KENYATTA" WITH THE IVORY TRADE. 
THIS POINT HOWEVER, WAS NOT MENTIONED IN NATIONALLY 
BROADCAST SPECIAL. 

5. ON BALANCE WE FEEL KENYA WAS NOT TREATED TOO HARSHLY 
IN FILM, AND THERE SHOULD NOT BE STRONG NEGATIVE REACTION 
BYGOK. KISSINGER 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNN 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: IVORY, BLACK MARKETS, TELEVISION BROADCASTING 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 02 AUG 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: boyleja 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE169140 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: GGAY:SM X20857 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740212-0116 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740877/aaaacoex.tel 

Line Count: 83 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: boyleja 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30 AUG 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <30 AUG 2002 by WorrelSW>; APPROVED <20 FEB 2003 by boyleja> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NBC SPECIAL ON ELEPHANTS IN AFRICA 
TAGS: PFOR, EPAP, KE 
To: NAIROBI 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




